November 22, 2020 * Spirit of Hope United Methodist Church
Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday
We Gather – at a Distance
GREETING & GATHERING MUSIC

For the Beauty of the Earth
Jerry Rubino

WELCOME & TIME OF SINGING

John Rutter
Jeff Hansen

He Has Made Me Glad
I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart.
I will enter His courts with praise.
I will say, "This is the day that the Lord has made."
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.
He (She, God) has made me glad, He has made me glad,
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.
He has made me glad, He has made me glad,
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.
In God’s Presence
In God’s Presence there is comfort. In God’s presence there is peace.
When we seek to know God’s heart, We will find such blessed assurance,
In the presence, in the presence of the Lord.
Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong.
Chorus

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The bible tells me so.
Oh How I Love Jesus
There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth
It sounds like music in my ears the sweetest name on earth.
Chorus

Oh how I love Jesus, oh how I love Jesus, oh how I love Jesus,
Because He first loved Me.
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OUR INFORMAL FORMAL BEGINNING
Gladness comes at times as a surprise,
Like sadness, reassurance, peace;
These feelings arrive for good reason,
Or seemingly no reason at all!
But all of them underline, emphasize
Our aliveness, this gift of right now!
Doesn’t all of that call for gratitude?!

A HYMN

A PRAYER
Now thank we all our God,
With hearts and hands and voices! We thank you, God, to whom this world belongs, all of it, every
creature and stone and snowflake and blade of grass, and in whom this whole world rejoices! Even
when a virus, another element of your world, makes it dangerous for us to gather and celebrate and give
thanks – even then, we are grateful! Even at a distance; even home alone; even as this strange time
stretches out and on, for who knows how long, we thank you! Because in this world and the next, we
belong to you, and your love holds and sustains us, through everything, in Christ! Amen!

We Lean in, Listen, Engage
A WORD OF PEACE & ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN: In a little while we’re going to talk about some questions that adults may
have about God, the Bible, life. Everyone has questions, and every question is good. When you have questions,
do you have someone to talk to? Don’t be afraid to ask your questions.
A GIFT OF MUSIC

God Is Love
Susan Williams, Donna Beyer, Kris Kooiker

SCRIPTURE READING

John W. Peterson

Matthew 25:31-46

For the word of God, in scripture, within, among us, and beyond us
Thanks be to God!
A MESSAGE

“Touch Questions”

Jeff Hansen

We Respond in Grateful Generosity
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

https://bit.ly/giveSOH

A PRAYER OF GRATITUDE
God of all, this is a time riddled with questions. We prefer answers! And clarity. And certainty. But,
we live in anticipation of your ever-new presence, even in the face of much un-certainty, to surround us,
lift us, and to encourage us to trust you, to love each other, and to offer ourselves in all the ways we can,
in gratitude for this rich life, and in the hope that our gratitude will “go viral”, in the name and spirit of
Jesus, whose longing we share as we pray…
OUR LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Scatter—Together, in Christ, Always
CLOSING SONG

A BLEST SENDING
We gathered together, virtually, and now,
We scatter together, asking that God’s blessing
Will do its work in and through us, to set this whole world free, and bring us all into the unity that is Christ!
Yes indeed! So may it be! God send you, the Spirit fill you, Christ go with you and you with Christ,
always and everywhere!
Amen! God bless! Go in peace! Amen.
CHIMES AND CLOSING MUSIC

Improvisation on Now Thank We All
Jerry Rubino

Karg-Elert

