May 27, 2022 * Spirit of Hope United Methodist Church
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Ascension Sunday

We Gather – in Person and at a Distance
GREETING & GATHERING MUSIC

Prayer of the Children

WELCOME & TIME OF SINGING

Jerry Rubino
Jeff Hansen

As We Gather
As we gather may Your Spirit work within us.
As we gather may we glorify Your name.
Knowing well that as our hearts begin to worship,
We'll be blessed because we came.
We'll be blessed because we came.
Open Our Eyes
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus,
To reach out and touch Him, and say that we love Him.
Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen,
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.
Open our hearts, Lord, that we might receive You,
Open our spirits, and teach us to worship.
Open our lips, Lord, and teach us to praise You,
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.

Lord I Lift Your Name On High

Lord, I lift Your name on high. Lord, I love to sing Your praises.
I'm so glad You're in my life! I'm so glad You came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross my debt to pay.
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift Your name on high.
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COMING TOGETHER
I’m so glad we’re in God’s life!
Yes! And grateful God will claim us!
Maybe God will shake us a bit too,
So we wake up – open our eyes
And realize we need to see Jesus in each other!
Do you suppose if we could do that
No one would need to carry guns
To school, or church, or wherever we gather?

*A HYMN

*A PRAYER
Jesus shall reign wherever the sun shines,
And your realm, God, will stretch from shore to shore – forevermore! Yes! Amen! So…when do
you figure that will be, God? When do you think you’ll finally and fully reign us in?! Some hope
you’ll make a sudden, dramatic breakthrough, whip the world into shape, and anybody who
resists, well, they can go to hell – literally! But, if that was your plan wouldn’t you have done that
already? Your approach seems to be more gradual, hoping to win hearts and minds, that sort of
thing. How can we help? After what happened to those children in Texas this week, we have to.
In Christ. Amen.

We Lean in, Listen, Engage...
SHARING GOD’S PEACE & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN:
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 24:44-53
Often, at this point, a gift of music is offered by an individual or group. Today you’re the group!
As we observe Memorial Day, as war rages in Ukraine, as violence takes innocent lives and breaks our hearts, we sing, not of
a nationalistic glory, but of a longing that is deeper and larger, that is for all.

A HYMN

SCRIPTURE READING:

John 17:20-26

For the word of God, in scripture, within, among us, and beyond us
Thanks be to God!
A MESSAGE:

“…because One is the wholiest number”

Jeff Hansen

KEY VERSE: “I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know
that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. John 17:23

We Respond in Generous Gratitude
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
*OFFERING OUR GIFTS & SELVES

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z231/home

*OFFERING THANKS
Gracious One, that’s what we call you sometimes. So, what if we joined you in that, became part
of you, surrendered, gave ourselves up, handed ourselves over, all that we have and are and are to
become, to fall and rise into the Gracious Oneness that is you, in Christ, so that this prayer is
finally realized…?
*OUR LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Scatter—Together, in Christ, Always
*CLOSING SONG

*A BLEST SENDING
Gather us in and hold us forever,

Gather us in and make us your own;

Gather us in all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. The fiery Love of the One in whom we are made
whole as we melt into One! Amen! Into and with that one love, God send you, the Spirit fill you, Christ go with
you and you with Christ, always and everywhere!
Amen! God bless! Go in love, go in hope, go in peace. Amen.
CLOSING MUSIC

Jerry Rubino
A reminder to all in-person church worshipers:

Please be advised that Spirit of Hope UMC is photographing, filming, and/or recording in the sanctuary.
SOHUMC may use any and all captured content without limitation or restriction in perpetuity.—

UPCOMING EVENTS
Memorial Day
Monday, May 30th
Honor those who’ve lost their lives fighting for our country’s freedom!
Celebration of Life for Matthew Schroeder
Visitation—Wednesday, June 1st, from 5-8 p.m.
Memorial Service—Thursday, June 2, at 2 p.m.
Sunday, June 5th
Graduation Sunday (during and after the service)
Celebration for the time we had together with Pastor Jeff (after the service)

Statement of Call: We are called by God to be radically inclusive, caring community of faith offering personal
and social transformation through Jesus Christ.
Reconciling Statement: We are a reconciling congregation welcoming people of all sexual orientations.

Climate Statement: As Christians and Stewards of the Earth, we are called to adopt practices
and support public policies to combat the climate change crisis. Spirit of Hope UMC pledges to
consider climate impact in its practices and policies.

